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FOUNDATION OF ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, EMERALD HILL. 
 
The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the new church of St. Luke's, 
Emerald Hill, was performed yesterday afternoon by his Excellency the Governor, in 
the presence of a large number of spectators. Among the clergy present were the Rev. 
Messrs. Dickinson, pastor elect of the new church; Perks, of Richmond; Seddon, of 
St. Kilda; Chase, of St. Paul's; Searle, of  St. Mark's; Freeman, of St. James's; and 
Booth of St. Peter's". 
 
His Excellency, lady Barkly, and suite arrived on the grounds a little before half-past 
four o'clock, the band of the 40th regiment playing the National Anthem. His 
Excellency was received by the trustees and the assembled clergy, and conducted to a 
slightly raised platform immediately in front of the foundation-stone. The ceremony 
commenced immediately. 
 
After a brief address from the Rev. Mr DICKINSON, in which he referred to the 
gradual progress that has been made towards the accomplishment of the object in 
view. 
 
Mr. WALKER, one of the trustees, read from a paper some statistical information 
relative to the building, from which it appeared that the amount of the contract was in 
all £1,750. Of this a sum of £500 had been actually raised, leaving a balance of 1,220 
yet to be made up. 
 
The Rev. S.L. CHASE, the senior minister in Melbourne, then addressed the 
assemblage, advertising, in appropriate terms, to the spiritual necessities of the 
district, and the encouraging prospects with which the erection of the new edifice was 
attended. 
 
The Rev. Mr. DICKINSON read several appropriate prayers from the liturgy of the 
Church of England. 
 
His EXCELLENCY then rose and said, that they were now about to engage in the 
interesting ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of the first building dedicated to 
the service of the Church of England on Emerald Hill. As a humble member of that 
Church he was rejoiced to have been called upon to take part in that ceremony. He 
was glad to find that wherever the spirit of colonization led the people of England, 
there were they always sure to take with them the healthful influence of their laws, 
and that regard for the Christian religion which was the best ingredient and surest 
guarantee of a permanent and progressive civilization (Hear, hear.) In no colony of 
the British Crown were these results more satisfactorily evident than in the colony of 
Victoria (Hear, hear.) Any one soever, who at his first landing in this colony, looked 
upon Melbourne, would be inclined to question this assertion; they would see no 
towers, or sumptuous edifices rising from the general mass of buildings; but, if that 
person were told that all he beheld had grown to what it was in the short space of 
three or four years, his astonishment would not be that so little, but that so much had 
been done.  
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(Hear, hear.) During his voyage out, he (Sir H. Barkly) had been reading the 
experiences of a person landing on Liardet's Beach at that time, and of the dangers, 
difficulties, and expense necessarily incurred in making the short journey from thence 
to Melbourne. Emerald Hill he described as a small green eminence standing out of 
the route, on which a few tents were sprinkled, the fugitive habitations of newly 
arrived immigrants about to proceed to the diggings. Now, how vast the change! They 
had a railway from Hobson's Bay, every variety of conveyance at moderate charges, 
and by taking a place in one of Cobb's coaches they could arrive comparatively in the 
space of a few hours at the diggings of which they were in search (Hear, hear, and 
some laughter.) The change was indeed a miraculous one. He did not presume to look 
with too curious an eye into the future, but he did believe that the relations of progress 
would continue unabated; that Emerald Hill itself would always exhibit the same 
marvellous features of energy and enterprise, and especially in the point of view 
before them; that the facilities for the worship of God would remain equal to the 
wants of the population, until by the prevalence of the genius of Christianity the time 
would arrive when all sectarian distinctions should cease, and all men unite as one 
brotherhood in religion. (Applause.) 
 
His Excellency's remarks elicited apparently much sympathy among bystanders. 
At the conclusion of his address, his Excellency advanced toward the spot, and went 
through the usual ceremony of adjusting the stone, spreading the mortar, &c, until all 
was completed, and the heavy stone lowered steadily into its place. Beneath it, in a 
hermetically-sealed earthenware vessel, were contained the various coins of the realm, 
&c., and the following inscription, inscribed on parchment;- 
 
“The first stone of this church (St. Luke the Evangelist) Emerald Hill, in the Diocese 
of Melbourne, is laid this day by his Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.B., Governor 
of the colony of Victoria, being this ninth of March, in the year of the incarnation of 
Our Lord God, one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven, nineteenth year of the 
reign of her majesty Queen Victoria, and the tenth year of the consecration of the 
Right Reverend Charles Perry, D.D., the Lord Bishop of Melbourne. 
 
Trustees of the Church 
William Haig, M.D. 
George Higinbotham 
William Lloyd 
William Pepper 
Parker Newton Walker 
 
The Reverend ?? Bocheraft?? Dickinson, incumbent of the united parish of Emerald 
Hill and Sandridge. Rowland Hayward, Lay Scripture Reader. Parker Newton Walker 
and Richard Thomas Evans Pike, Lay Representatives for the united parishes, 
Emerald Hill and Sandridge in the Church Assembly of Victoria. F.M. White, 
architect; and Abraham Linacre, builder”. 
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Mr. WALKER read the inscription during the ceremony, and at its conclusion. 
The Rev. Mr. PERKS offered up and impressive prayer. The benediction having been 
pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Dickinson, the proceedings terminated. 
 
His Excellency then partook of some refreshment in an adjoining tent, and shortly 
afterwards left the group, amid the hearty cheering of the assemblage. 
 
The following are the contents of the jar:- 
Copy of the Canonical Scriptures. 
Copy of the Book of Common Prayer. 
Minutes of a Conference of the Clergy and ?aity of the Church of England and 
Ireland, held in the Colony of Victoria in the year 1854. 
Votes and Proceedings of the Church Assembly of Victoria, 1856. 
Reports of the Diocesan Board. 
Church of England Record of Victoria, October 1856. 
Commerce and Statistics of Victoria from the Commencement of the Colony to1856. 
Journal of Commerce of Victoria, 7th march, 1857. 
The Argus, of 9th March, 1857. 
The Herald, do., do. 
The Age, do., do. 
   
The dimensions of the new church, which is admirably situate at the corner of Dorcas 
and Clarendon streets, on the most commanding point of the hill, are as follows;- 
The nave (the only portion at present contemplated), 81 feet long and 16 feet wide. 
An adjoining transept will extend 16 feet towards the north. 
The vestry and registry are at the east end of the building, adjoining the chancel, A 
tower, 130 feet in height, will rise at the south east corner. The style of he church is 
the Early English. 
 
Captain Clarke, who was to have been present, sent a letter of apology for non-
attendance, enclosing a subscription (the second) towards the building. 
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