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28th February 1875 
 

Advocate, Melbourne, Vic, Saturday 6th March 1875, page 14. 

 

DIOCESE OF SANDHURST. 

 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS, MOYHU. 

 

We take the following report, abridged, from the Ovens and Murray Advertiser, 2nd 

March:- 

 In various parts of the district the Roman Catholics have, of late, considerably 

added to their borders, and one of the results has been the erection of several 

commodious and handsome churches which are scattered over every part of the 

colony. As a rule, too, they show more taste in church architecture than do their 

Protestant brethren, which may, in part, be accounted for by the difference between 

the two in matters of ritual. The Catholics, however, have always been ahead in the 

matter of churches, and into whatever township you may go, you may put down the 

handsomest church it possesses as belonging to the Mother Church, as she is 

oftentimes styled. In the farming and squatting district of Moyhu there live a large 

number of adherents to this faith, who have been compelled to go all the way into 

Wangaratta on the Sabbath, in order to attend services, and consequently greatly 

desired to have a church of their own. The matter was mooted, and assisted by their 

pastor, the Rev. T. J. Egan, the affair started, subscriptions were raised, an eligible 

piece of land was given by the Messrs. Byrne, and in August, 1873, the foundation-

stone of the new edifice was laid by Dr. Goold, Bishop of Melbourne. The church is 

now completed, and was solemnly and duly consecrated on Sunday last by the same 

prelate - who has since been created an archbishop - assisted by Revs. W. Kelly, S.J., 

and T. J. Egan. His Grace the Archbishop arrived in Wangaratta on Saturday, 

accompanied by the Rev. W. Kelly, S.J., and on Sunday morning he proceeded to 

Moyhu, and at Myrhee was met by the members of the H.A.C.B.S., who with a number 

of other Roman Catholic residents, accompanied the party to the new structure. 

 The building is decidedly ornamental, and standing as it does in a large 

paddock, well grassed and wooded, it looks remarkably pretty. It is of the gothic style 

of architecture, and it is built of brick; its inside measurement being 56ft. by 23ft. The 

roof is arched, and chancel is very handsome, having three beautiful stained glass 

windows, the centre one representing the Virgin and the Holy Child, being placed 

there in memory of the late Mrs. Jas. Whitty, and the two side ones being the 

respective gifts of Messrs. Thomas Byrne and R. Shanley. The foundation stone was 

laid 18 months ago, and the building was erected from plans furnished by Mr. Coe, of 

Melbourne, the contractor being Mr. James Fitzpatrick for the brick-work, and Mr. 

Humphrey, of Oxley, for the wood-work. About one-half of the interior is seated with 

comfortable pews, and altogether the church is a credit alike to the builders and the 

people who were mainly instrumental in its erection. Shortly after 11 o'clock, his 

Grace, in full robes, attended by Fathers Kelly and Egan and several acolytes, 

emerged from the vestry, and proceeded with the ceremony of consecration. He 

walked round the building, and with a small brush repeatedly sprinkled the walls with 

holy water, Father Egan the while reading some formula. After this the whole 

company went into the church, which was occupied by about 200 people who devoutly 

and interestedly attended to the proceedings. Father Egan celebrated Mass, after 
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which Father Kelly, S.J., preached in own eloquent, nervous style. At the conclusion 

of the sermon a collection was made, after which Mr. Andrew Byrne read the 

following. 

 

ADDRESS. 

To His Grace the Most Reverend James Alipius Goold, D.D., Archbishop of 

Melbourne. 

 May it please your Grace.- We, the Catholic inhabitants of Moyhu, in union 

with our beloved and esteemed pastors, in the sincerity of our hearts, bid you a most 

affectionate welcome to this district. Although our Holy Mother the Church, in the 

wisdom of her government, has placed us under the guidance of another tried and 

trusty soldier of Christ, the Rev. Dr. Crane, yet your Grace alone we acknowledge as 

the Apostle of our holy religion in Vieto is, and the founder of this little church in 

Moyhu. Therefore, who so fit to dedicate this work of our hands to the service and 

glory of God. 

 We beg most cordially to congratulate you on the exalted honours conferred 

on you by our Most Holy Father Pius the Ninth, and we pray that it may please God 

to spare you many happy years in your exalted position to govern, with your 

acknowledged wisdom and piety, both pastors and people. 

 We also take this opportunity of assuring your Grace that in the struggle to 

secure for the Catholic children of Victoria a thorough catholic education our hearts 

and souls are with you. 

 We deeply regret to see your most pacific and mild, though firm, admonitions 

perverted from their plain and literal meaning by a secular press, and your just 

demands denied by a secular Government. Yet we beg to congratulate you on the 

undeniable fact that in this protracted struggle your cause in this district, under the 

able guidance of our esteemed pastor, the Rev. Thomas J. Egan, has gained ground 

and triumphed, as truth always will ultimately. 

 Therefore be comforted, most Reverend and Venerable Father; your children 

are not so callous to good example, nor such degenerate sons of Ireland, as to rest 

satisfied with a system of education condemned by the church - they must also have 

the incomparably superior part of education; they must know who is God, and what 

are His laws. 

 With joy and thankfulness we hail your safe return to your flock after your 

long and perilous voyage, and we pray that the holy Spirits of God may continue to 

direct your every action to the greater glory of God, and the spiritual welfare of your 

devoted people. 

 

Signed on behalf of the Catholic residents of Moyhu. 

THOS. BYRNE, JAMES WHITTY, 

JOHN P. WHITTY, MICHAEL BARTLEY, 

THOMS J. EGAN. 

Moyhu, 28th February, 1875. 

 

THE REPLY. 

 

In reply, the Bishop thanked them for the address, so Catholic in its utterance, and 

also for the expressions of love and regard for himself. It was true that they had been 

moved out of his diocese, but the Bishop who was to preside over their welfare was a 

man whose learning, zeal, and piety would at once commend themselves. He had 
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known him for a long time, and he felt assured they would, in their new Bishop, 

realise all they expected. He could not express his feelings of comfort at their sound 

views on the Education questions, which was to him a proof of the zeal with which 

their beloved pastor had attended to his charge, and it was particularly grateful to 

him that such was the case. This question would not have been raised unless in 

Victoria, and it was raised because they wished religion to be associated with 

education. The Government knew well that if they subsidised Protestant schools they 

must do the same with Roman Catholic ones, and, therefore, instead, they introduced 

a Godless system of secular education, for which Catholics were taxed. They knew 

very well that a similar thing happened years ago in the country which many of them 

still called their home; how a tyrannical government forbade Roman education, and 

tried, by abolishing such schools, to force them to the opinion of that sham reformer, 

Luther, but they knew how the attempts failed. Through brute force and bribes were 

tried to make them yield, still Ireland struggled on and kept the faith, and maintained 

her own schools. In Victoria they were fighting the same battle now, though under 

more favourable circumstances. Then, to force the Roman Catholics, Protestants used 

confiscation, imprisonment, and even death, but such things could not be done in this 

century, although in Germany men had been imprisoned for their faith, and even now 

no one was allowed to preach without sanction of the intolerant and Protestant 

Bismarck. Still, the Roman Catholics of Germany were faithful, and all these attacks 

would fail, because a greater power was theirs, and the "gates of hell would not 

prevail against them." It was true that they had much to fight against; an infidel, 

intolerant, and tyrannical Parliament and Godless press were leagued against them, 

but they would not submit. After again thanking them for the address, his Grace 

pronounced the blessing, and the assemblage dispersed. 

 In the evening an address was presented to the Archbishop at St. Patrick's, 

Wangaratta, by Mr. D. C. McCarthy O'Leary, to which his Grace responded." 
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